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Whether or not the authority of a special, substitute, or like judge extend beyond the term depends on the constitutional 
and statutory provisions under which he or she was selected. 


Whether or not the jurisdiction of a special, substitute, or similar judge ends with the term of the court depends on the 


constitutional and statutory provisions under which he or she was selected.! Under some provisions, a special judge enjoys 
the power and authority of a regular judge only during the session of court in that county in which the special judge is duly 


appointed to hold court.” While it has been held that the judge can acquire such jurisdiction by waiver or consent,” there is 


also authority to the contrary.“ 


Under different statutes, where a special judge is selected to try a particular case, the special judge's jurisdiction over the case 


does not end with the term at which he or she was selected but continues until the end of the proceedings in the court.’ In 
some jurisdictions, a special judge has the power to extend the term of court for the purpose of completing the cases he or she 


was appointed to try.° Likewise, where the rule is that once a judge pro tem has begun consideration of a case, he or she has 


jurisdiction to hear the case to completion, the expiration of a term does not necessarily end a judge pro tem's authority.” 
A rule permitting a judge to sign an order out of session so long as the hearing to which the order relates was held in session 
applies to all judges, including emergency judges. 
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Cases: 


Appeal that was originally heard during one supreme court term, but that remained undecided when the term ended, would be 
heard and decided by the elected justices constituting the supreme court in the following term, including newly-elected justice 
who replaced justice who had recused himself from hearing the original appeal, and not including special justice who had been 
appointed to replace recused justice; special justice's appointment expired when the recused justice's disqualification ended, 
which occurred when his term expired, and constitution provided for the elected justices of the supreme court to determine 
pending appeals. Ark. Const. amend. 80, §§ 13(A), 16; Ark. Code Ann. § 21-1-102(a)(1). Smith v. Wright, 2015 Ark. 189, 
461 S.W.3d 687 (2015). 
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